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In August, WASO triumphantly returned to Perth Concert Hall 
with a physically-distanced Thank You Concert exclusively for 
our Patrons, Friends, Bequestors and Volunteers in recognition 
of your significant support during our concert hiatus this year. 
We are so fortunate to have had you standing by us in this 
uncertain year and we hope you all had a wonderful evening. 
All proceeds from this event went towards the 2021 Friends of 
WASO Scholarship, and will support professional 
development opportunities for our WASO musicians.

Together, we continue our return with a remixed 2020 
program featuring exceptional artists performing 
extraordinary music with the biggest band in town, WASO. 

We're so proud to be West Australian and privileged to live in the 
most isolated city in the world. The remixed program celebrates 
our unique opportunity to safely sit side by side in theatres and 
concert halls to share extraordinary music with you.

We all need music and a shared live experience now, more 
than ever and we look forward to seeing you back at Perth 
Concert Hall again this October. Stay well and stay safe.
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Welcome Back to WASO

For more information on the 2020 Remixed concert 

program, visit www.waso.com.au/concerts-tickets/

whats-on/ for details.

WASO Concertmaster, Laurence Jackson, and the West Australian Symphony Orchestra performing for the 'Thank You Concert' on Friday 28 August 2020.
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Despite the COVID-19 restrictions 
imposed this year, WASO’s award-
winning Community Engagement and 
Education programs have adapted, 
finding new and innovative ways to 
engage and inspire our community in 
a time when we all need music most.

One such program that adapted with 
great success is WASO’s flagship 
Young and Emerging Artists Program 
- Composition Project. When faced 
with strict Government restrictions 
in April and with no end in sight, 
WASO’s Education Manager, Becca 
Shakespeare, pivoted the delivery of 
the program so that WASO was still 
able to provide opportunities to young  
 

and emerging composers in spite of 
the restrictions.

Composition Project has traditionally 
seen four young composers write 
a work for a 15-piece chamber 
ensemble, delivered through a series 
of in-person performance workshops 
and mentoring sessions guided by WA 
composer, James Ledger. 

This year however WASO had to think 
a little bit differently. Composition 
Project 2020 gave composers the 
opportunity to write a short solo work 
for an individual WASO musician. 
They participated in digital workshops 
and, as restrictions allowed, switched 
to in-person workshops with WASO 
musicians and Artistic Director,  

James Ledger. The project culminated 
in a final recording of the composers’ 
work performed by their WASO 
Musician on stage at the Perth 
Concert Hall.

The revised format of Composition 
Project allowed each young  
composer to build a strong creative 
collaboration and relationship with 
their WASO musician. This saw 
both composers and musicians 
each contribute creatively to the 
development of the solo works as part 
of this unique opportunity. 

Fortunately, with restrictions easing, 
the composers’ works were able to 
be presented to a small audience at 
the Perth Concert Hall on Wednesday 
15 July. Each of the seven young 
composers introduced their work 
with a short Q&A with James Ledger, 
before a WASO musician delivered 
the world premiere performance 
of each composition. It was indeed 
an inspiring and hopeful return to 
the Perth Concert Hall for WASO 
and an exciting innovation for the 
Composition Project.

Dear Patrons and Friends, 
 
It is my great pleasure to welcome you to this edition of Encore in my role as 
WASO’s interim CEO. Richard Goyder invited me to step into the role after  
Mark Coughlan’s departure, to assist with navigating WASO through the impacts 
of COVID-19 and to help our team perform at their best in what has been a very 
uncertain time. 
 
I have been honoured to serve on the WASO Board for close to seven years and 
my professional career has featured broad managerial and executive experience, 
mainly in the resources sector. As a proud West Australian, WASO Patron and  
long-term supporter, I am passionate about the role our Orchestra plays in 
enriching Western Australia’s community. 
 
As you know, the COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted our activities, forcing the 
cancellation of months of mainstage performances and community activities. With 
the loss of box office income and our inability to perform live, you can understand 
how this might have been a time of great concern for our Orchestra. 
 
But our community of supporters have been absolutely amazing in rallying around WASO and we are extremely grateful 
to you all for your financial, moral and emotional support. We’ve also welcomed new Patrons & Friends this year, who have 
joined our growing philanthropic family. And whilst it is not the same as live performances, our musicians have thoroughly 
enjoyed producing digital content for you to enjoy; particularly the seven week “Ensemble Edition” concerts.   
 
In addition to your support, I would also like to acknowledge our corporate and government partners. We are exceptionally 
fortunate to have Wesfarmers as our Principal Partner and I’d like to thank them for proactively coming to our assistance at 
this difficult time. As the largest employer of performing artists in Western Australia, the Federal Government’s JobKeeper 
scheme has also been a godsend. 
 
It has been a busy time within WASO with our focus on safely returning to stage as soon as possible. We were delighted 
to recently launch our ‘2020 Remixed’ season that will see us performing again, health restrictions permitting, in October. 
Planning for the 2021 season is well advanced and will be announced soon. 
 
On behalf of all of WASO and the Board, thank you for your ongoing support and we look forward to seeing you soon, 
 
Paul Shannon 
Interim Chief Executive Officer  
West Australian Symphony Orchestra

WASO’s Composition Project – composing a 
new program

2020 Composition Project Composers.

2020 Composition Project composers with the WASO musicians they worked with for the project.

Thank you from our CEO

Your Philanthropy Team
Your friendly WASO Philanthropy team are always happy to hear from you. Whether you have a question about your 

donation, the Orchestra or just want to chat, please feel free to get in touch.

Philanthropy & Annual Giving 
Manager 
Jacinta Sirr-Williams  
(08) 9326 0014 
sirrj@waso.com.au

Major Gifts & Bequests Manager 
Emily Kennedy 
(08) 9326 0017 
kennedye@waso.com.au

Philanthropy & Events Coordinator 
Liam Smith 
(08) 9326 0016 
smithl@waso.com.au 

If you are interested in supporting WASO’s Community Engagement programs like Composition Project, or would 

like to know more, please contact Emily Kennedy, Major Gifts & Bequests Manager on (08) 9326 0017 or  

kennedye@waso.com.au.
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Honorary Patron  
Janet Holmes à Court AC 
 
Endowment Fund for the Orchestra 
Major Donations 
Tom & Jean Arkley 
Bendat Family Foundation  
Janet Holmes à Court AC 
Minderoo Foundation 
Sagitte Yom-Tov Fund 
 
Estates 
Lee Bickford 
Rachel Mabel Chapman 
Malcolm Hood 
Clive Knight 
Paul Lee 
Anna Nottage in memory of Edgar Nottage 
Wendy Scanlon 
Judy Sienkiewicz  
Mrs Roslyn Warrick 
Anonymous (7)  
 
Symphony Circle 
Thank you to all our Bequestors 
Julian Agafonoff & David Escott 
Ms Davilia Bleckly 
Mr John Bonny 
Dr G Campbell-Evans 
Deirdre Carlin 
Anita & James Clayton  
S & J Dale 
Lesley & Peter Davies 
Dr Michael Flacks 
John Foster 
Judith Gedero  
Robyn Glindemann 
Gwenyth Greenwood 
The Guy Family 
Angus Holmes 
Emy & Warren Jones  
Barbara Joseph 
Colin & Jo King 
Rachael Kirk & Tim White 
Wolfgang Lehmkuhl  
Deborah Marsh 
Lesley R. McKay & Murray R. McKay 
Suzanne Nash 
Paula Phillips 
Jan & Bryan Rodgers 
Nigel & Dr Heather Rogers 
Jacinta Sirr-Williams 
Ruth Stratton 
Ruth & Neville Thorn 
Gavin Toovey & Jaehan Lee 
Agatha van der Schaaf 
Sheila Wileman  
Sagitte Yom-Tov Fund 
Anonymous (40) 
 
Chairman’s Circle 
Supporting excellence  
Richard Goyder AO & Janine Goyder 
Jean Arkley 
Janet Holmes à Court AC 
Torsten & Mona Ketelsen  
Tony & Gwenyth Lennon 
Rod & Margaret Marston* 
John Rodgers 
Leanne & Sam Walsh*

The 2020 WASO Song Book 
Supporting new works commissioned 
for the Orchestra for 2020 and beyond 
Janet Holmes à Court AC 
Prue Ashurst 
In memory of Mary Rodoreda  
Geoff Stearn 
Anonymous (1) 
 
 

Education & Community Engagement 
Supporting our nationally recognised Education 
& Community Engagement programs 
 
Trusts & Foundations  
Bendat Family Foundation 
McCusker Charitable Foundation 
Simon Lee Foundation 
 
Education & Community Engagement Fund 
Jean Arkley 
Annette Cottee 
Penny & Ron Crittall 
Robyn Glindemann 
Journey Recruitment  
Deborah & Miles Protter 
Eveline Read 
Dr Carol Warren 
Anonymous (1) 
 
Crescendo 
Trusts & Foundations 
Crown Resorts Foundation  
Packer Family Foundation  
Feilman Foundation 
Stan Perron Charitable Foundation 
Bunning Family 
 
Crescendo Giving Circle 
Jean Arkley 
Prue Ashurst  
David & Suzanne Biddles 
S Cherian 
Brenda Cohen 
Kaylene Cousins 
Megan & Arthur Criddle 
Euroz Charitable Foundation 
Sue & Clive Hovell 
Madeleine King MP, Federal Member 
for Brand 
LeMessurier Charitable Trust 
Rosalind Lilley 
Lommers Engineering Pty Ltd 
Louise & Bryant Macfie 
Mrs Morrell 
Judith Nash 
G & I Nicholas 
Pamela Pitt 
The Sheena Prince Memorial Fund 
Dr Lance Risbey 
Tony Rudd 
Rosalin Sadler in memory of  
Joyce Durbin Sadler 
In memory of Robert & Joan Street 
Ruth E Thorn 
Reto Vogel  
WA Massed Choir Festival 
Alan Whitham 
Mary Ann Wright 
Anonymous (3)

Annual Giving 
We are proud to acknowledge the following 
Patrons for their generous contribution to 
WASO in the last twelve months through 
WASO’s Annual Giving program. 
 
Principal Conductor’s Circle 
Gifts $20,000+ 
Janet Holmes à Court AC 
Jean Arkley in memory of Tom Arkley 
Dr Glenda Campbell-Evans & Dr Ken Evans* 
Patricia New 
Joshua & Pamela Pitt* 
Peter & Jean Stokes* 
 
Impresario Patron 
Gifts $10,000 - $19,999 
Gay & Bob Branchi  
Gavin Bunning 
Prof Rachel & Rev Dr John Cardell-Oliver 

Gilbert George 
Brian & Romola Haggerty 
Meg O’Neill & Vicky Hayes 
Alan Whitham 
Trish Williams 
Wright Burt Foundation 
Anonymous (2) 
 
Maestro Patron  
Gifts $5,000 - $9,999 
Prue Ashurst in memory of Eoin Cameron 
Ruth Bailey 
Dr John Blott 
Lady Jean Brodie-Hall 
Maree Creighton & Kevin Davis 
Bridget Faye AM 
John Gladstone 
Warwick Hemsley  
Dale & Greg Higham 
Sue Hovell 
Margaret & Peter James 
Keith & Gaye Kessell  
Dr Ronny Low & Dr Emma Richardson 
Bryant & Louise Macfie  
Paula & John Phillips 
G. J. Seach 
Geoff Stearn 
Ros Thomson 
Gene Tilbrook & Anne Seghezzi 
Michael & Helen Tuite 
Joyce Westrip OAM 
Dr John Woodall 
Anonymous (6) 
 
Virtuoso Patron          
Gifts $2,500 - $4,999 
Dr Fred Affleck AO & Mrs Margaret Affleck 
Neil Archibald & Alan R Dodge AM 
Tony & Mary Beeley 
David & Suzanne Biddles  
Peter & Marjorie Bird 
Prof Jonathan Carapetis & Prof Sue Skull 
Kim & Bob Collins 
Ian & Elizabeth Constable 
Lesley & Peter Davies 
Stephen Davis & Linda Savage 
Dr Andrew Gardner 
Jannette Gray 
Maryllis & Paul Green-Armytage 
Danuta Julia 
Kay Giorgetta 
Dr Penny Herbert in memory of  
Dunstan Herbert 
Peter Ingram 
Jim & Freda Irenic  
Roger Jennings in memory of Lilian Jennings 
Eleanor John & Finn Barrett 
Michael & Dale Kitney  
Francis Landels 
Barrie & Jude Le Pley 
Tony & Gillian Milne 
Mrs Morrell 
Val & Barry Neubecker 
Robyn Owens 
John Overton 
Pamela Platt 
Thomas & Diana Potter  
Roger Sandercock 
Melanie & Paul Shannon 
Glenice Shephard 
Elisabeth & David Smith 
Michael Snell & Vicki Stewart 
Brian Stewart	  
Gail & Tony Sutherland  
Tessa Tieleman 
Agatha van der Schaaf 
Stan & Valerie Vicich 
Fred & Caroline Witting 
Andrew & Marie Yuncken 
Anonymous (3) 
 

Principal Patron 
Gifts $1,000 - $2,499 
Caroline Allen & Sandy Dunn 
Margaret Atkins  
Stuart Anderson 
Catherine Bagster 
Betty Barker 
Matthew J C Blampey  
Namy Bodinner 
Cathy Bolt in memory of Tony Bolt 
K & C Bond 
John & Debbie Borshoff 
Sue Boyd 
Dr & Mrs P Breidahl 
Laraine Brindle 
Elizabeth & James Brown 
Ian & Marilyn Burton 
Adrienne & Phillip Buttrose 
Stewart Candlish & Bianca Panizza 
Michelle Candy 
David Castillo & Marian Magee 
Claire Chambers & Dr Andrea Shoebridge 
Fred & Angela Chaney 
Constance Chapman 
Dr Peter Chauvel 
Dr Anne Chester 
Anthea Cheney 
Dr Keryn Christiansen 
Peter & Sue Clifton  
John Collins 
Dr David Cooke 
Hon June Craig AM 
Dr Megan Davies 
Monique De Vianna 
Kelly & Andrew Diong 
Rai & Erika Dolinschek 
Simon Douglas 
Prof Robert Durand 
Bev East 
Lorraine Ellard 
Dr Jenny & Terry Fay 
Tony & Sue Field 
Gilly Flower 
Don & Marie Forrest 
Toni Frank 
Eléonore Fuchter 
Robyn Glindemann  
Roger & Ann Gillbanks 
Deidre Greenfeld 
Grussgott Trust 
Ann Hammer 
Richard B Hammond  
Nick Handran Smith & Elizabeth Allan 
Pauline & Peter Handford 
Peter Hansen 
Dr & Mrs H Hansen-Knarhoi 
Julie Harris 
Paul & Barbara Harris 
Vanessa Harvey 
Rev Bill Hawley & Dr Rev  
Georgina Hawley 
John & Christine Hedges 
Elizabeth & Eric Heenan 
Dallas Hickman & Alex Hickman 
Dr John & Patricia Hill 
Helen Hollingshead  
Dr Keith Holt 
Dr K & Mr J Hopkins OAM 
Rosemary Howarth 
Judith Hugo 
Jan & Walter Hunter 
Richard Isted 
Cynthia Jee 
Diane Johnson 
Emy & Warren Jones 
Anthony Kane in memory of Jane Leahy-Kane 
Bill Kean  
David Keast & Victoria Mizen 
Noelle & Anthony Keller AM 
Ulrich & Gloria Kunzmann  
Irving Lane 

Dr Sunny & Ann Lee 
Ruth & Malcolm Leske 
Martin & Ruth Levit 
Ann Lewis 
Ian & Judith Lunt 
Dr Seamus MacDonald 
Graham & Muriel Mahony  
Denise Main 
Dr Tony Mander & Ms Loretta Byrd 
Gregg & Sue Marshman 
Geoffrey Massey 
Pam Mathews & Dr Mark Brogan 
Judith McGuinness 
Betty & Con Michael AO 
Mrs Carolyn Milton-Smith in loving memory 
of Emeritus Prof John Milton-Smith  
Hon Justice S R Moncrieff 
Elizabeth Moran  
Mr & Mrs Geoffrey Morris 
Jane & Jock Morrison 
Dr & Mrs Peter Moss 
Patricia Murphy 
Lyn Murray 
Judith Nash 
Family Nilant 
Marianne Nilsson 
Dr Walter Ong & Graeme Marshall 
Michael & Lesley Page 
Rosemary Peek 
Charmian Phillips in memory of Colin Craft 
Beth & Walter Pidgeon 
Richard & Sharon Prince 
Dr Leon Prindiville  
Tony & Val Ramshaw 
Rev Philip Raymont 
Prof Ian Reid & Dr Gale MacLachlan 
James & Nicola Ridsdill-Smith 
John & Alison Rigg 
Dr Lance Risbey 
Will Riseborough 
Paul & Christine Roberts 
Wayne Robinson 
Bryan & Jan Rodgers 
Gerry & Maurice Rousset OAM 
Dr J B & Mrs A Rowlands 
Stephanie Rusyn in memory of John Kobelke 
Robin & Anne Salter 
Robyn & Ted Sharp 
Anne Sibbel 
In memory of Judith Sienkiewicz 
Laurel & Ross Smith 
PAI Smith & DA Harry 
Geoff & Chris Soutar 
Malca & Graham Spencer-Laitt 
David Stevenson  
Donald & Laurel Stewart 
Iain Summerlin 
Richard Tarala & Lyn Beazley AO 
Janet & the late Stephen Thackray 
Ruth Thomas in memory of Ken & Hazel Rowley 
Clare Thompson & Brad Power 
Jillian Thompson 
Peter & Jane Thompson in memory of 
Mrs Freda Stimson 
Mike Thomson & Rae Robinson 
Ruth E Thorn 
Gavin Toovey & Jaehan Lee 
Mary Townsend  
Tracey Family 
Gwen Treasure 
James & Rosemary Trotter 
Christopher Tyler  
Yvonne Varey 
Maggie Venerys 
Geoff & Sandra Wackett 
Rita Wager 
John & Nita Walshe 
Adrienne & Max Walters AM  
Diana & the late Bill Warnock 
Ian Watson 
Joy Wearne 
Frederick Wehr 
Dr Deb Weir 
Alan Westle in memory of Jean 

Moira Westmore 
Dr Chris & Mrs Vimala Whitaker 
Barbara Wilcox 
Dai & Anne Williams 
Mrs Jean & Mr Ian Williams AO 
Jim & Gill Williams 
Simon & Alison Williams 
Judith Wilton & David Turner 
Hilary & Peter Winterton AM 
Kin Yung 
Anonymous (32) 
 
Tutti Patron 
Gifts $500 - $999 
Anne Acton 
Kim Anderson & Paul Holmes 
Kenneth & Judith Arkwright 
Arron Arntzen 
Rebe Atlas 
Steven & Joanne Baitz 
Barrie Baker 
Bernard & Jackie Barnwell  
Shirley Barraclough  
Lisa & Glenn Barrett 
Berwine Barrett-Lennard 
Peter Bath 
Noelle Beasley 
Colin & Sarah Beckett  
Alecia Benzie 
Ross Benzie 
Michael & Nadia Berkeley-Hill  
Ann Beveridge 
Eric Bew 
Eileen Bibby 
Minnie Biggs 
Lea Bingemann 
John & Sue Bird in memory of Penny Bird 
Jane Blanckensee 
Davilia Bleckly 
Margaret Bloch 
E & G Bourgault in memory of Betty Sagar 
Diane & Ron Bowyer 
Judith Brown 
Christine Burson 
David & Pat Bussard 
Ann Butcher & Dean R Kubank  
Kevin Button & Susie Lim 
Maria Caesar 
R & R Cant 
Dr Charlene Caspersz & Dr Rob Will 
S Barea Castillo 
Philip & Frances Chadwick 
Renate Chandler 
Tim & Claire Chapman 
Grant & Catherine Chappelle 
Jason & Su-Lyn Chong 
Diane Christensen 
Roger Clarnette 
Mark Clifton 
Lyn & Harvey Coates AO 
Shirley Cohen 
Chris & Swee See Colton 
Dr Christopher Cook & Ms Elise Chong 
Norah & Roger Cooper 
Glenn Coughlan 
Pru Cowan 
Penny & Ron Crittall 
Gina & Neil Davidson 
Brett Davies 
Gary & Judith Davis 
Hanneke & Jop Delfos 
Alma Della Marta 
Elizabeth Dempsey-Lees 
Daphne Devenish in memory of Bruce Devenish 
Jilyan Dingle 
Beth Duncan 
Camron Dyer 
Christine Eilon 
Patricia Elder 
Pamela Eldred 
Maxine & Bill Farrell AM 
Susan & Gavin Fielding AM 
Sue & Paul Fisher 
Owen & Judy Fletcher 

Mr & Mrs J & J Forgan 
Archa Fox & Charlie Bond 
John & Margaret Freeman 
Margaret Furphy 
Rony Gabbay 
Margaret Gadsdon 
Dudley Gager 
Joan Gagliardi 
Jennifer & Stephen Gardiner 
George Gavranic 
Neville & Jane Gibbs 
Dr Rhona Giles 
Beth Gow 
Prof Lelia Green 
Pitsamai & Kevin Green 
Gwenyth Greenwood 
Nola Gregory 
Bob & Jenny Greig 
Sonia Grinceri & Paula Watt 
Barbara Haddy 
Dr Roland Haehnel 
Michael & Helen Hawkins 
Shona Hall 
Jean Hamory 
Rosalind Hampton & David Dodd 
Alan Harvey & Dr Paulien de Boer 
Theresa Harvey 
Siew-Mung Ho 
Deidre Hodby 
Dr Annette Holland 
Ida Holt 
Alfred Huis 
Lorna Hurst 
Leif Jamvold 
John Jarvis 
Elinor Jenkins 
Lynn & Michael Jensen 
Tim Johnson & Nat Shulman 
Sally Johnston 
Leah Joseph 
Dr Susan Joubert 
Kevin & Elissa Karlson 
Dr Ursula Kees 
B M Kent 
Kerry Kerr 
Patricia King 
Leonie Kirke 
Dr Elena Krylova 
John Kusinski & Ann Motherway 
Darrly & Jacky Lacey 
Trevor & Ane Marie Lacy 
Dr John Male  
Louis & Miriam Landau 
Joelle Larsen 
Mi Kyung Lee & Colin Binns 
Dr Hoh Peng Lee 
Dr Oon Teik Lee 
Ruth Lilly 
Dr George Lipton 
Beverley Lockley 
Dennis & Maureen McKay 
Oliver & Sophie Mark 
Dr Marie Martin 
Diana McArthur 
Don & Moira McKinley 
Donna & Peter Millington 
Patricia & Kevin Morgan 
Louis Mostert 
Margaret & Bruce Murdoch 
G & I Nicholas 
Phuong Nguyen 
Mary O'Hara 
Marjan Oxley 
Valetta Parr 
Heather Passmore 
Dr John Pearce 
Bev Penny 
Prof Suvendi Perera 
Adrian & Ruth Phelps 
Anne Pickard 
Deborah & David Piesse 
Frank & Valda Pitman 
Julienne Prendergast 
Alan & June Prouse 

Laura Raiter 
Michael Ratcliffe 
Eveline Read 
Rosie Reeman 
Graeme Reynolds & Lesley Parker-Reynolds 
Kim & Annemarie Riseborough 
Alison Robins 
Leigh Robinson & Deborah Gellé 
Nigel & Dr Heather Rogers 
Chris & Serge Rtshiladze  
Thelma Same 
Veronica Sass-Nielsen 
Elizabeth Scott 
Margaret & Roger Seares 
Maureen Sellick 
Sarah Seymour & Evan Eble 
The Sherwood Family 
Rory & Susan Shiner 
Graham Simpson 
Paul & Margaret Skerritt 
Eric & Virginia Skipworth 
Hendrik Smit 
Helen Smith OAM 
Kevin Smith 
John Solosy 
Dr Louise Sparrow 
Cisca Spencer 
John & Elizabeth Spoor 
Mark Stacey 
Peggy & Tom Stacy  
Eleanor Steinhardt 
Alan & Jan Stewart 
Lois & Robert Stout 
Ruth Stratton 
Doll Syminton 
Anthony Taylor 
Lisa & Andrew Telford 
Ralph Ten Seldam 
Amanda & Desmond Thompson 
Ivan & Jeanette Thompson 
Dianne Thomson 
Janice Tiller 
Loma Toohey 
Joan Travis 
Gordorn Trewern 
Prof David Tunley 
Heather & Jim Tunmore 
Dr Robert Turnbull 
Patrica Turner 
Michael & Gwenda Upton 
Bernardus Van Deijl 
Marilyn Van Heemst 
Rae & Murray Wackett 
Claire Walkley 
Doris Walton 
Janet Wallis 
Alex Waterhouse 
Anne Watson  
Barry Watson 
Patricia Weston 
Barbara Wheatley 
Margaret Whitter 
Violette William  
Sally Willis 
Pari Willis-Jones 
Rowena Withers 
Karen Wood 
Margaret Wood 
Alison Woodman 
Andrew Yeates 
Edward Young 
Dr Susan Young 
Chris & Kathy Ziatis 
Maxim Zuvela 
Anonymous (31)  
 
Friend 
Gifts $40 - $499 
Thank you to all our Friends who 
support WASO through their gift.

* Orchestral Chair Partnership

Thank you to all our supporters!
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2020 WASO Patrons & Friends Events Calendar
WASO Philanthropy invites you to join us at a variety of opportunities every year to peek behind the curtains and become 
involved in our wonderful community of WASO Patrons & Friends.

Ticket sales for our Patrons & Friends events support the Friends of WASO Scholarship, which provides professional 
development opportunities for full-time WASO musicians. Please book through the WASO Box Office on 9326 0000.

Although it was unfortunately necessary to cancel several Philanthropy events this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
we hope to host the below events if circumstances allow.

2021 WASO Season Preview
Tuesday 20 October    |    6pm    |    Perth Concert Hall

For all Patrons & Bequestors by invitation.

Get the inside scoop on next year's WASO season at the exclusive Season Preview for WASO 
Patrons & Bequestors. 
 
RSVP to the invite, to be sent September 2020.

PATRONS & FRIENDS FUNDRAISING EVENT 

Patrons & Friends End of Year Celebration
Saturday 28 November   |   Post-concert (The Emperor)   |   Perth Concert Hall

For all Patrons, Friends & Bequestors by invitation.

After experiencing one final evening of Beethoven’s genius for 2020, join WASO musicians, staff and 
fellow Patrons & Friends to mark the end of an unusual year of music. 

This function is open to WASO Patrons, Friends & Bequestors only and includes a complimentary 
glass of wine.  RSVP to the invite, to be sent late 2020.

Please be aware you will need to purchase a concert ticket if you would also like to attend the concert 
on the day.

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

As you know, 2020 marks an important milestone year for 
WASO’s free music education program, Crescendo – every 
student at Medina Primary School and North Parmelia Primary 
School is now involved in the program for the first time and 
later this year, we will celebrate our first graduating class who 
will have had seven years of music education through the 
Crescendo Program.

Although 2020 has thrown the program some curve balls, 
with restrictions preventing in-person classes earlier in the 
year, the team have remained connected with students and 
delivering classes in new ways. When students were unable 
to attend Crescendo classes, our Community Engagement 
Team created resource packs for students to continue their 
music learning from home, including specific workbooks and 
pieces for violin. After this short break, Crescendo students 
were delighted to return to weekly in-person classes and 
violin lessons in June and continue to enthusiastically 
engage with the program. Our teachers were amazed that 
students were able to pick up right where they left off after 
the break. 

Our Crescendo teaching team is focusing on building 
musical confidence in different ways for our graduating year, 
aiming for a comfortable transition to High School and the 
ability to continue their musical development into the future. 
To build this confidence, Year 6 students are participating in 
a series of graduating workshops. The first of these was held 
on Tuesday 28 and Wednesday 29 July, with Jen Winley, one 
of WASO’s 2020 Emerging Conductors delivering 
Conducting Workshops at North Parmelia and Medina 
Primary Schools. Our oldest Crescendo students learnt 
about the role of a conductor and, then had a go conducting 
their class. This was an invaluable opportunity for the 
students’ musical development beyond the scope of the 
regular program and, as you can see in the below photo, 
they had an absolute ball!

At the conclusion of the year, each primary school will hold 
an end of year Concert and we very much look forward to 
congratulating and celebrating the Class of 2020! 

Crescendo’s First Graduating Year!

WASO 2020 Emerging Conductor, Jen Winley, delivering a workshop with students from Medina Primary School.
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A Surprise Collection for WASO – Remembering 
Clive “Billy” Knight
In February, WASO received a call 
from Geraldton with a surprise - a large 
collection of musical instruments had 
been generously bequeathed to the 
West Australian Symphony Orchestra.    

A kind-hearted Geraldton local, Clive 
“Billy” Knight, had made the incredible 
decision to leave his extensive 
collection of more than 90 individual 
instruments and musical equipment to 
WASO in his Will.

As recounted by his older brother, Ray, 
Billy led a life full of music. After 
emigrating from England as a child, 
Billy grew up in Melbourne and was 
involved with music and bands from a 
young age. His first love was the drums 
but according to Ray, he could ‘knock 
out a tune’ on any number of 
instruments. Billy performed with 
bands across the country on drums, as 
well as sharing his musical talent with 
others, lecturing on percussion at 
Queensland Conservatorium. Billy 
moved to Geraldton later in life and 
brought with him his love of music.

After receiving the astounding 
notification of the bequest earlier this 
year, two members of our Orchestral 
Management team, Tom Rogerson and 
Alistair Cox made the trip up to Geraldton 
to carefully pack and transport the 
instruments back to Perth. With the 
COVID-19 situation rapidly escalating at 
the time, Government restrictions on 
the movement between regions almost 
meant the trip had to be postponed for an 
unknown period of time. Tom and Alistair 
persevered however and completed the 
round trip on the final day before 
regional restrictions were implemented.

WASO has now catalogued the 
collection which includes a diverse 

array of musical instruments, ranging 
from a vibraphone to pan pipes to 
several types of saxophones! Some of 
these instruments will be put to good 
use, such as the extensive percussion 
collection, while others will be passed 
on to organisations who will benefit 
from them and carry on Billy’s legacy.

By leaving a gift in his Will, Billy made 
an incredible contribution to an 
organisation that upholds the artform 
he loved and ensured that his legacy 
lives on. WASO is incredibly grateful 
and humbled by his generosity and will 
honour his gift through continuing to 
share inspiring music from his 
instruments in years to come.

Billy’s collection of instruments is a very unique bequest, but the majority of people who have left a bequest in their Will 

choose to leave a percentage of their Estate. For WASO, these special gifts are invested and preserved in the 

Endowment Fund for the Orchestra and the income earned plays an integral role in supporting WASO’s activities for 

many years into the future. 

If you would like to have a confidential conversation about leaving a bequest to WASO, please contact Emily Kennedy, 

Major Gifts & Bequests Manager on (08) 9326 0017 or kennedye@waso.com.au. Your enquiries are in no way binding 

and will be treated in strict confidence.

If you have left a bequest to WASO to your Will, please let us know! We would 

love to thank and recognise you appropriately by welcoming you to WASO's 

Symphony Circle. This year we are delighted to have several new members of 

the Symphony Circle and would like to extend a very warm welcome!

WASO Symphony Circle members are invited to special events bringing them 

closer to their Orchestra and are kept informed about WASO’s developments via 

regular communication. They are also, unless anonymity is requested, 

acknowledged in our Masters and Classics concert series programs and on 

WASO’s website.

Let us know!

Welcome to the new members of the WASO Family

The WASO Archive Project

Congratulations to Nik Babic (Viola), Frankie (Horn) & Megan (Executive Assistant) Lo Surdo and Graeme Norris (Violin) on the recent 
arrivals of their little ones, Mia, Luca and Alexander! We look forward to playing our part in their doubtlessly music-filled lives.

During the shutdown of orchestral 
activities, a group of intrepid 
volunteers from the WASO Players’ 
Association decided it was time to 
begin preserving the rich 92-year 
history of the orchestra, and so the 
WASO Archive Project was born. 
Rachael Kirk, WASO Viola and WASO 
Archive Project member, shares her 
experience below. 
  

“The first job was to locate and sort 
through archival material held at 
various locations around Perth 
including a significant number of boxes 
stored at the Grace storage facility in 
Forrestfield where the orchestra stores 
much of its equipment and 
instruments. The initial sorting took 
much longer than anticipated because 
we were constantly sidetracked by 
interesting finds and memories.  
We’re now busy scanning and 
cataloguing the collection of photos, 

slides, negatives and other 
memorabilia such as historic concert 
tickets and programs. We also have 
audio and video material that we’ll be 
converting to a digital platform to 
create a performance and film 
component to the archive. We’d also 
love to collect some oral history, so we 
plan to interview current and former 
musicians and staff of WASO, as well 
as some of our audience members. 
  
Once all this has been completed we 
hope to have a comprehensive digital 
archive that will be used to create a 
WASO Heritage website and will 
contribute to other special projects 
such as the WASO Centenary 
celebrations in 2028. 
  
We’d love to hear from you if you have 
anything interesting to contribute to 
the WASO Archive Project. It may be a 
memory about your first WASO 

concert, a diary entry or letter 
describing a concert experience, an 
anecdote about a particular concert, 
an interesting photo, or perhaps a 
concert program we’re missing from 
our collection.  
  
If you have anything you think we may 
be able to use or if you have any 
questions, we can be contacted by 
email on wasoarchive@waso.com.au. 
We look forward to hearing from you.”

The WASO Archive team.

Signed program from Elisabeth Schwarzkopf.

WASO performing at Capitol Theatre in 1958.

Part of Billy Knight's incredible bequest to WASO.
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Better Late Than Never
2020 marks 34 years with WASO for 
Viola player, Helen Tuckey. We spoke to 
Helen about how she went from piano 
to viola and orchestra life.

Helen describes herself as a late starter 
to her orchestral instrument having 
chosen it in her early teens as she liked 
to do radical and different things, “We 
had a first-year high school project on 
an instrument of the orchestra. Most 
students chose the flute, the trumpet, 
the drums. My equally radical best 
friend and I picked instruments no one 
else did - she chose the tubular bells, I 
chose the viola.”

At the time, Helen was having piano 
lessons from a teacher who also taught 
violin, viola, cello and double bass. This 
teacher suggested a string instrument 
might be a good choice in addition to 
piano, “With a late start, viola was a 
better option as I would have more 
chance to play in an orchestra later on.”

Helen’s optimism with her playing was 
somewhat dampened by a visiting 
relative who greeted her with a tut tut 
upon hearing her play, “The raw 
sounds coming from my new $20 viola 
(a nice shiny orange one, included bow, 
case lined with bright green felt and 
box of resin) were not appreciated, she 
later invited me to listen to a recording 
of Jaqueline du Pre playing the Elgar 
Cello concerto to show me how music 
was meant to sound. No ego-stroking 
from my family!”

For Helen, music and reading were 
great escapes to a wider world beyond 
the Aussie suburbs, “ABC FM was yet 
to happen but we always had classical 
music on the radio, with lots of local 
live broadcasts too. I was encouraged 
to read freely and anything, and did. 
My early teen bedhead bookcase had 
Little Women, Australian Frogs, Lives 
of the great composers, plus comic 
books and Agatha Christie.”

“The 1970s were an exciting time for the 
arts in Australia, and to be a feminist 
teenager. After first year high school, 
many of my friends left for private 
schools or scholarships to far-off elite 
schools, something I hadn’t applied for.” 
When the choice came up at school 
between needlework and typing, Helen 
chose typing and consequently found 
herself in a new cohort of girls, 
focussed on leaving school and joining 
the workforce as soon as possible, “If 
you were a girl the big goals were 
becoming a typist, and even a secretary 
and receptionist if you were super 
bright (marrying as soon as possible of 
course). If you didn’t pass typing and 
flunked school, a dreaded fate was the 
noisy assembly line at the Holeproof 
Factory making and packing singlets, 
socks and jocks for long hours.”

After a while in the typing class Helen 
had an invitation from a friend to go 
along to hang out with a new group of 
“cool kids”, “It was put to me that I 
would be taken for a ride on a 
motorcycle and even get to wear a 
leather jacket. I mentioned this to my 
Mum, and without batting an eyelid, 
she said, ‘That’s so interesting, but 
guess what, we’re heading in to check 
out a new suburban youth orchestra 
that’s meeting this evening” - an 
equally terrifying but even more 
intriguing possibility, irresistible, and 
the start of my orchestral life.”

I wish to support 
my Orchestra
Please confirm your contact details

Mr      Mrs      Ms      Other    (please specify)  .............................................. 	

First Name  .............................................................................................................   Surname  ............................................................................................................

Address  .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Suburb  ..................................................................................................................................................................  State  ......................   Postcode  ........................

Phone (day)  ..........................................................  Phone (night)  ...........................................................   Mobile  ......................................................................

Email  .................................................................................................................................................................    D.O.B ................./.................../.................................

Payment method

I wish to pay by

  Credit Card     Visa     Mastercard     Amex	 No                           

     CVV Code        (3 digit number on reverse of Visa/Mastercard or 4 digit number on front of AMEX card)        

     Cardholder’s Name  ...................................................................   Exp Date  ................  /  ................  Signature  ...............................................................

  Cheque  (please make payable to West Australian Symphony Orchestra)
  I have made a donation by Electronic Funds Transfer  (BSB: 086 21 7  ACCT: 322210801) Please note this is a new donation account. 

If making a funds transfer, please put your surname and DONATION in the description line, return this completed form or email  
philanthropy@waso.com.au advising a donation has been made, and to which campaign.

  I have donated online via waso.com.au  
  Please contact me regarding payment options including Regular Giving

Please note that credit card transactions will appear as Perth Concert Hall on your statements.

Thank you for your support of WASO

  I prefer my donation to be acknowledged as: name(s)  ...................................................................................................................................................
  I prefer my donation to remain anonymous.  

  Please send me information on making a bequest to WASO in my Will. Your enquiry will be treated in confidence.
  I have already made a bequest to WASO.

Please send this form to WASO Philanthropy, PO Box 3041, East Perth, WA, 6892. For more information, contact Jacinta Sirr-
Williams on 9326 0014 or sirrj@waso.com.au. WASO respects your privacy. You can view our privacy policy at waso.com.au.  
All donations over $2 are fully tax deductible. ABN 26 081 230 284. 
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Annual Giving Campaign

Our Annual Giving Program supports WASO’s commitment to 
inspirational performances.

My Gift to WASO

	 Principal Conductor’s Circle	          	

	 Impresario Patron		

	 Maestro Patron		

	 Virtuoso Patron	

	 Principal Patron		

	 Tutti Patron		   

   Friend		

	 For Annual Giving

	 For the specific purpose of

...........................................................................................

I wish to make a donation of $ .......................................

$20,000+	

$10,000  – $19,999	

$5,000  –$9,999	

$2,500  – $4,999

$1,000  – $2,499

$500  – $999					   

$40  – $499

1976 - Helen in Year 12 as part of 
Melbourne Youth Orchestra.

Support 
WASO with 
your next 
Entertainment 
Book
With Western Australia returning to 
public gatherings, now is the 
perfect opportunity to support 
WASO through the purchase of an 
Entertainment book! 
 
Entertainment Memberships can 
start anytime and are packed with 
thousands of substantial savings on 
dining, travel and fun family 
activities. The digital membership 
is easy to download to start using 
instantly. New offers are added 
weekly and membership is valid for 
12 months from purchase. 
 
WASO concerts are included in the 
Entertainment book with one 
complimentary standard admission 
when another standard admission of 
equal or greater value is purchased! 
Valid for Masters and Classics 
concerts at Perth Concert Hall.  
 
To support WASO while accessing 
great discounts around Western 
Australia, visit  
waso.com.au/support-us/ways-to-
give/entertainment-book/.
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WASO Patrons & Friends Social Page

Susan Stimson, Joan Jackson, Robyn White & Loren White.

Ken Evans & Glenda Campbell-Evans.Graeme Norris & Geraldine Dempster.

Jennie Kennedy, Georgina Pearce & Susy Bogle.

Rosie Hyner, Rob Hyner, Mary Oates & Richard Oates.Michael & Lesley Page. Jason & Su-Lyn Chong.

WASO was delighted to welcome our 
Patrons and Friends back to the Perth 
Concert Hall with exclusive Thank 
You Concerts held Friday 28 & 
Saturday 29 August, in recognition of 
the significant support given during 
our 2020 shutdown period. 
  
We are excited to share a selection  
of photographs from the Friday 
concert below. 
  
We are looking forward to seeing you 
at our 2020 Remixed concerts this 
year, as well as next year and beyond!


